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Abstract

This study examines factors associated with Thai junior high school students' (age 15)
choice between pursuing further education and entering the workforce within the next five
years, using PISA 2018 data from Thailand (n = 5,756). Binary logistic and probit regression
models are estimated across four nested specifications, with results reported as Average
Marginal Effects (AME) and robustness assessed through AIC and BIC comparisons. Five variable
groups are considered: family background and parental educational support, student behavior
and motivation, school environment, individual characteristics, and an interaction term
between parental support and socioeconomic status (ESCS).

Results indicate that the proportion of teachers with postgraduate qualifications has the
largest positive effect on the probability of choosing further education over work (AME = +13.1
pp), followed by parental educational support (AME = +4.4 pp), reading behavior (AME = +1.8
pp), and work mastery orientation (AME = +1.7 pp), all of which significantly increase the
probability of intending to continue education. Conversely, a higher student-teacher ratio
reduces this probability (AME = -0.4 pp), and being male reduces the probability of choosing
further education over work by 8.4 percentage points. Logit and probit estimates are highly
consistent, confirming result robustness, while the interaction between parental support and
ESCS is not statistically significant.

These findings highlight that teacher quality, family support, and learning behaviors are
key determinants of educational path decisions among Thai junior high school students. Policy
interventions should prioritize upgrading teacher qualifications, promoting parental
engagement, and fostering learning behaviors to reduce educational inequality and broaden
access to further education.

Keywords: educational intention, junior high school students, PISA 2018, logistic

regression, average marginal effects
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AuslsfvaInTeuns (wealth) 0.007 0.044 1.007
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AUANAWIINIUBITN (bsm)) 0.021%** 0.002 1.021
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MUBLNR: ** p < 0.001, * p < 0.01, * p < 0.05
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M15797 2 fn Average Marginal Effects (AME)

ngufuys / Auusdasy Model 1 | Model2 | Model3 | Model 4
1. Uadadunasauaiuazn1satiuayuninIsanen
- 0.039* 0.035* 0.026 0.026
A15ANYIVBINIAN (edu_m)
(0.020) (0.020) (0.020) (0.020)
- - 0.008 0.003 -0.001 -0.001
MsAnwIvealnn (edu f)
(0.020) (0.020) (0.020) (0.020)
.. . 0.003 0.003 0.001 0.001
ANULIAIYBIATOUATT (wealth)
(0.009) (0.009) (0.009) (0.009)
- . 0.034%** 0.017 0.016 0.013
dnuEMuATegNaLaseEnu (ESCS)
(0.011) (0.011) (0.011) (0.030)
; Y -0.050 -0.056 -0.057 -0.057
awlyedldlutiu (lang th)
(0.050) (0.049) (0.049) (0.049)
.. ) 0.070%* | 0.047%* | 0.044** | 0.085%*
NIFUVAYUAIUNITANYIINHUNATDY (support)
(0.010) (0.010) (0.010) (0.014)
2. woAnssuuazusgslavasinGeu
- . - 0.019* 0.018* 0.018*
WEYRANTIUNNTOIU (read)
- (0.008) (0.008) (0.008)
o - - 0.005%** 0.004%** 0.004%**
AUAIARIAIUBIIN (bsm))
- (0.0004) (0.0004) (0.0004)
D - -0.015 -0.013 -0.013
A5V (compete)
- (0.008) (0.008) (0.008)
. . - 0.019* 0.017* 0.017*
Augatulun1siau (workmast)
- (0.008) (0.008) (0.008)
3. Uadeuanulsasey
v R - - -0.004%** -0.004%**
DRTIEIUUNLTIURDA] (stratio)
- - (0.001) (0.001)
P - - -0.001 -0.001
YUINBULIYU (clsize)
- - (0.001) (0.001)
o . - - 0.131* 0.131*
dnaungidi3yeylv-ten (teacher_indexMD)
- - (0.062) (0.062)
. . - - -0.010 -0.010
NSV INLARUFDNTLIEUNTHBU (edushort)
- - (0.008) (0.008)
Y - - 0.003 0.003
NIVALAAUATHEDU (staffshort)
- - (0.007) (0.007)
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ngufuys / Auusdasy Model 1 | Model2 | Model3 | Model 4

4. anwauzdruyana (Control Variable)

-0.128*** -0.083%** -0.084%** -0.084%**
WAy (male)

(0.012) (0.012) (0.012) (0.012)
5. AauUSUHAUNUS (Interaction Effect)
- - - 0.001
support x ESCS
- - - (0.008)
Observations 5,756 5,756 5,756 5,756
AIC 6,964.90 6,795.47 6,768.54 6,770.53

NUYLNR): Aluasdufe Standard Error uay *** p < 0.001, ** p < 0.01, * p < 0.05
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Al 4(B) wansauduiusszismsatuayuiumsAnmangunasesiuanutiaziduly
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